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************************************************** 
  
UNCW Film Studies Professor Todd Berliner recently published his second 
book, Hollywood Aesthetic: Pleasure in American Cinema (Oxford University Press, 2017). 
Aimed at film scholars, students, and cinephiles in the general 
public, the book explains how Hollywood delivers aesthetic 
pleasure to mass audiences. His book can be found both in hard 
copy and as an e-book. Both versions feature 100 full-color film 
stills throughout, but the e-book also features dozens of clips, 
so that readers can see for themselves the many film sequences 
that Professor Berliner analyzes. 
  
After the publication of his first book, Hollywood Incoherent: 
Narration in Seventies Cinema (2010), which explained the unusual 
storytelling practices of Hollywood films of the 1970s, 
Professor Berliner knew that he wanted to write a more 
comprehensive book on Hollywood aesthetics. The book he 
envisioned would be grounded in aesthetics and film history and would address four main 
areas of Hollywood cinema: narrative, style, ideology, and genre.  
 
But, to write the book, he had to become proficient in a range of scholarly material beyond 
film studies, including the philosophy of aesthetics and the cognitive literature on 
emotions, insight, humor, processing fluency, expertise, and other areas in empirical 
psychology. Considering the amount of research Professor Berliner knew he had to 
embark on—in film history, philosophy and psychology—he expected the book to take 
decades and even wondered, at one point, whether he would live to finish it. Instead, six 
years later, his book is now in print. 
  
In celebration of its publication, the UNCW Film Studies Department is hosting a 
presentation by Professor Berliner, “Bursting into Song in the Hollywood 
Musical.” Illustrated with clips from 90 years of musicals, the presentation examines the 
history of the convention of “bursting into song.” It explains the aesthetic possibilities that 
the convention provided Hollywood filmmakers of the studio-era, as well as the modern 
re-imagination of the convention after it all-but disappeared in the 1950s. The presentation 
will be on Thursday, April 6, at 6:30 pm in King Hall Auditorium.  
 
For more information about Hollywood Aesthetic, visit the publisher’s website here. 

https://global.oup.com/academic/product/hollywood-aesthetic-9780190658755?lang=en&cc=us

